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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JONATHAN HOLLAND 

This bill will create more problems than it seeks to address.  

Role of government 

I am writing to this committee because I am concerned about the bill which is being 

proposed. I think that there is a very very great risk that this bill will increase and change 

the role of government in a manner which is not helpful or appropriate. There is no current 

significant need for the government to step into a greater role in family affairs. The current 

laws and regulations have not completely failed and so I do not see that the situation in 

Scotland is ‘broken’. Therefore, there is very little justification for the proposed bill as it 

changes the role of government when it comes to children and families. 

In addition, the approach being proposed is over the top in that it would introduce criminal 

law to regulate parenting and families. This is not needed for 99.99999% of families and so 

the bill should not be passed. It should also be remembered that currently the law already 

protects children from abusive situations, so the question has to be asked: ‘Why does the 

government need to step in and penalise loving parents?’ 

Parental responsibility 

Parents know what is best for their children. Parents should not be criminalised in many 

many situations. Where parents are loving and careful then there is no reason to suggest 

that smacking is abusive. There is a great risk that a ban on smacking would make 

thousands of parents into criminals. It is a parents responsibility to provide guidance and 

discipline for their children and this includes the use of reasonable chastisement. If we look 

back into the past we do not consider our parents or grandparents to have been child 

abusers. Nonetheless, this bill suggests that the ‘old’ model of parenting was wrong, that it 

is broken and that overall parents were not responsible. I think that in the vast number of 

cases this is not the situation. On the whole parents acted with responsibility in the past and 

the majority will continue to do so in this generation.  

 

 


